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THE MAKTNG OF A MAN Tea 611<13; I Cor 15:1-11, Ik Sel-al .
This sermon title may be misleading. h%are not going to
talk about the literal meking of a man, I am’reminded of a lite
tls boy uﬁb*kgkw his SS 1esaau well, One day he had a severe
ache inhfs siha Hurusﬁﬂ to s mgtherandsaidz "0 Mommy, I

"

think I'm; gjtting raadya%hnria -F@’

The lgt’a mpier pe _'1%, ads, play upon the eag-
erness of L:;ti.ngl.e women t@heet single men, So they introduced
the Mita lﬂan. ithe term they use in their sales persons.

The t;é.tle may be thought to be chawvanistic as well, It
should redf4 “the making of a man and?or & womar® But that is
a little awkward...tho more accurate., The same principles are
involved,

There is a lot of concern over what makes z real msn or a
real woman. A recent book was called REAL MEN DON'T EAT QUICHE.
Someone commented that most men don't even know what Quiche is,
and if they did, they wouldn't like it,

What is the making of a real man or a reak woman? Qur three.
readings for t.h&dsy give us some remarkably clear outlines.

The ﬁmt» hsaa;z is from Isaiah, Isalah was in the temple
when he ha(_kd n moizeptoua encounter with God. He writes:

I ‘Saw the Sord sitting upon & throne, high and lifted

up, and his train filled the tmple, Above it stood the ser-
aphims each one had six wings; with two he covered his
face; and with two he covered his feet, and with two he did
Tly. And one cried to ¥A¢/FHFF another and seid "Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts; the whole earth is full
of his glory" And the posts of the door moved at the voice ¢
of him who cried, and the house was filled with smoke.
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Then said I, "Woe is me, for I am undone, bscause I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of & people
of unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen thae King, the
Lord of Hosts"
Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live

coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from off

the altar, and he touched my mouth, and said "Lo, this has

touched your lips, your guilt is taken away, and your sin

forgiven® Then I heard the wvoice of Jdd the Lord saying,

"hom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I

ansered, "Here am I, send me".

liow hold that wonderful scripture in mind as we turn to the
NT to a sim.iJ.ar' episode in the 1ife of Peter, One day Jesus was
preaching on the shore of Gennesarst. Crowds pressed on him. He
nbticed two smpty boats standing on the edge of the water while
the fishermen washed their nets. Stepping into one of the boats
Jesus asked Peter, its owned, to push out a little into the
water, so that he sould sit in the boat and speak to the crowds
from there. When he had finished speulding, he said to Peter, "no
¥ go bakk out in the water where it is deeper and let your nets
down and you will catch lots of fish
Peter was weary and ansered"Sif, we have worked all night

and didn't catch a thing, Bt if you say so, we will try again”.
This time the neets were so full that they began to tear. In fac
it is not long until both boats are so full that they are about
to sink, Then we are told that Peter realized what had happened
and he fell on his knees before Jesus and said: "depart from me
Lord for I am a sinful mam", it was then that Jesus said to
Peter and the others: "Do not be afraid. From now on you will be

fishers of men".



What a mragle story. But there is anpther. It is told be
Paul in I Cor 15, It 1s the story of how the resurrected Christ
appeared to the disciples...first to Peter and later to the
rest of tﬁe 12 and then to mﬂ more followers...many of whom
were still ql&ve vhen Pm‘. mte\,md finally Paul writes "he

N
appeared t.ome". u@% ?atﬂ. s "For I am the least

of the spﬁstlea, uni‘;t-.b é.:be cg.lﬁ\nn apostle, because I perse-
cuted the -'ciw'iac of God".’ 1“&‘he;n we goes on to write "But by the
grace oféod‘f am what I am, and his grace joward me was not in
vain, On ;ﬁhe contrary, I worksd harder than aiy of them..."

You 5;e the similarities in thse accounts; do you not?

Here was the making of the three of the greatest men who
ever lived..,and there are 3 diffinite steps in their growth.

1. Ths first of these steps was a painful moment of self=-
discovery., "Woe is me, for I am a man of unclsan lips". Isaiah
fashioned himself as & good and righteousn man, but, duddenly,
in the presence of God, he saw himself as he really was...
something oi' 2 sham goodnsss to parade before others but too
superfici.,al to m a satisfying life upons

Pet.ar j;rdbgb},y thought he had it made too. He owned his
own fish:.@ “boat, .\&nd was a successful small business man, He
had 2 good lire...lﬂs wori, his family, his health. What moee
could he ask? Peter did not know untll that fateful day when
he cpossed paths with Jesus, and Peter cries out "depart from

. me, Lord, for I am a sinful man" OSuddenly Peter realizes how



Qﬁpt.y and meaningless his life was, His complacency was shatter-
ed the day he met the Master and discovered tlge truth about
himseif,

Paul even had a different nams befors his confrontation with
t.he‘résurrected Christ on the road to Damascus, He was Saul, the
dmadad persecutor of the early Chrisfians. What a radical
change took place in his 1ife the day he met the Master. Sudden-
1y of how misquided, how cruel, how vindictive his previous be-
havoir haD BEEN,

Jesus Christ shows us & we rezlly are. If we are going to
exchange our dull lives for lives of merits, we are to have to
see ourselves as God sees us, That 1s the first step.

2. The second step is the experience of divine grace., The
seraphim touched Isalah's lips with the coal and saids "Lo, this
has touched your lips, your guilt is taken awey and your sin
forgivem®, Peter acknowledges his guilt and immediately Jesus

' sags to him, “"Do no be afraid*, Paul wbtiess, "by the grace of
God I am what I am"

PT Forspth desctibed the nature of the modern church with
devastating simplicity when he said: "We have churches of the
micest, ldindest peoples, who have nothing apostolic or missionary
who never lmow the soul's despair or its brethdess gratitude”
| Hhat he is seying is this, There are many of us who could
not sing "Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved z wretch
1like me". We have never felt ourselves to be wrtehess We take
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pride our self-sufficiency, Because we have never seen our need

we have never encountered our savior,

Keikegaard once put it: "The majority of men never experience
bhe spiritusl life, they nsver experiencs the qualitative sn-
countsr with the div:ine" To aee ourselves as warea.l.lyaramm‘

B

then &0 experience the bountiful grace of Jesus Christ is ons

of the dramastic experisnces available to men and woman.

One of the Jesus pwople in LA gave her testimony over the
radio sometime back, She was a pretty girl who had gone to
Hollowood hoping to achive a caresr in films. A man assured her
that he was produced who would soon get her a major part in one
of his porductions. In exchange, whe gave herself to him, he
introduced her to drugs. When under the influence she sold herw
self to men. In oments of relative sanity she was hoorified at
what she was doing. She was bitter with shame and shocked with
fright.

One day she stumbled into a Christian coffeehouse, where a
group of Jesus poeple understood her plight. They took her to
& house in which they lived as a commmity of faith. They stood
by her as she dried out, praying as she scremmed in agony during

the withdrawal, At the depths of her suffering she suddenly had

& wonderful sense of peacs and love. Jesus, she felt, was by her

' side, She believed in him, From then on she recovered gulcldy
and knew beyond doubt that her moment with Jesus was her moment

of conversion.
r— — — -
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Most of us have never reach the depth of degration this girl

esperisnced, butmtheinourlﬂawmwtmdimourab—‘
solute dspaendsncs on'Cod and ‘experiencs hiu power to make us
into & nq:ﬁation

3. Seuﬂn&q;ﬁrsalws asWe 1 {a, experiencing his grace |
' . ' .t '"'%boabm ths first two stepe in |

Weiaathird.i'hntisthe
cmwwmmauﬁv |

Tbe‘LonI’askaz "Whom shall I send and who will go for use"

Isaiah m%aa out "Here am I, send me". Jesus says to the fear-
ful Paterb: "I will make you fighers of men", Pzul sclrowledges
Lhat because he persectured the Christlans he was the lezst of

the spostles, but he addsy "I worked harder then ary of them™,

In oy copgersion Talstoy wrotes

Five years ago faith came to me: I believed ia Jesus
Christ, and my life suddenly changed. I ceased to desire
that which previously I had dasired, and on the other hand,
I took to desiring what I had never desired before, That whi
ch formerly used to appear pgood in my eyes appeared evil and
thet which used to appear evil sppeared good"

| Be.forq_h:ls yersion, Tolstoy has sequired fame and fortune
thru his great tiing. Btrt. he was unsatisfied.

"I rogmd‘na;ﬁ,am wurote, "I gambled, I wasted my substance
| vrung fmn ?he ”at of pessants snd deceived men. Lying, robber
\ adult.ery, drunkemness ff £ was my 1ife", Hos conversion, one

of the most dramtic of modern times, gave his life a nuew purs
. pose and meanming and, Be affimed, an abiding satisfaction,
The making of 2 men, the making of & womsn. Olliver fandsll

P
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Homes mm;awaa in his 80s was riding &' trian, deeply en-
rossed in yhat he was reading, The conductor ssked him for his
ticket, F,mnetiaally Holmes searched it out but could not find
it, The gzmﬁmtor uaidﬁ;"ﬂevgr mind, Mr Justice, when you
findit@@ﬁaﬂittm‘_: .
aomﬁé,m howin the world will T kuow whers |
ey -».

Iam goiz%' fi}, b '

Halmes;;.aque for many of us, We are mob sure where ve are
going, The journey is pleasurable, The scenery is sttractive,
Butuherafﬂmmhaaded?lrwéarewmakeourlivea count, if

. "But I must find it now

we are to channell our snergies and owr reaou::rces toward
something real e.nd lasting; we need to see ourselves as we
really are, we need to experience God's grece and ;::owdr, and
we need a sense of direction, of purposes, of destimy. Then

ve shall become real men and rsal women.

YT



